September 11th, 2011

Hi 

Start with the weather. Still little rain in HK. And August was the hottest since 1884(?) , with the average temperature being 29.50C,  which is 1.50C higher than the average for the month. Having air-conditioning here all the time means I am not always aware of the heat; I certainly was when we were at CU and used air-conditioners mainly at night in the bedrooms. However, living this way adds to my “carbon footprint”. A while ago, I commented how high my footprint was. I later discovered why it was so high. One's footprint includes your share of everything that you use in society. So, if you use buses (to be environmentally friendly), your footprint includes an estimate of your share of the resource/energy cost of making the buses and the roads, etc. Similarly, by using electricity, water, gas, etc. - however little - an estimate is made of your share of the 'environmental' cost of producing these things. And living in a building means that there are carbon footprint costs associated with the that which are added to your individual carbon footprint. But as the developed world is on an unsustainable track, and is using much more than the earth can replace, we may be forced in the future into living a much more “primitive” lifestyle if the earth is to survive. 


You might have heard of the exploding water-melons in China a few months ago. Farmers were adding some chemical to the skin on the watermelons which caused them to explode. Well now its exploding mooncakes - almost! This occurred in a Taipei (Taiwan) toilet. Somebody left a suspicious looking bag which was blown up but turned out to be just mooncakes. This, of course, is mid-autumn festival time with its associated mooncakes. I have told you before about how mooncakes were used in the early 1300s in an attempt to overthrow the Yuan (Mongol / Kublai Khan) dynasty in China. As only the Chinese and not the Mongols ate mooncakes, messages calling for an uprising were placed inside mooncakes and circulated. This attempt failed, but the dynasty was eventually overthrown in 1368(?) and the Ming dynasty established (during which the Forbidden City was built in the early 1400s). 


Next Tuesday is the public holiday for mid-autumn festival. In the park next door to the hotel, they have set up an area for performances. Lucky it is on the other side of the hotel as I sure it will be noisy. Also prominently displayed are signs telling people that it is illegal to melt candle wax. What people have done in the past is to melt wax and then pour water onto it. Because the temperature of the wax is very high, the water almost instantaneously turns to steam causing an explosion. Quite a number of people have been burnt doing this. (Some time ago on “Mythbusters” a similar thing was done by pouring a small amount of water onto boiling cooking oil in a pot; they were able to produce a fireball 30 feet high!!)


More computer problems. This one has occurred twice before when there was a power cut, though this was not the reason this time. The computer closes down and will not re-start for about an hour, after which it is OK. Apparently it does this as some kind of 'protection' when something serious, such as power cut, occurs.  


HSBC in HK is to lay off about 10% (~3000) of its local staff over the next three years. And talking of HSBC, are you able to do anything about setting up individual bank accounts in HK so that you can get the $6000? 


Went for just four swims this past week, doing only 11.2 km. On Friday, the hotel held its annual evening buffet for guests. It used to be held at the side of the pool but is now held in the lobby. Not so many people this time, and very few I actually recognised. I also consumed some of the things that perhaps I shouldn't have, given what I have been writing about in the previous weeks, such as bacon, sausage, fried chips and fruit juice. 
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The Rugby World Cup began in NZ on Friday. Apparently there was a spectacular opening ceremony; it seems that nowadays, this is expected at major sporting events! I could not find any videos of it online apart from NZ TV station videos which are not allowed to be viewed outside the country. During the first RWC in 1987, also in NZ, the opening ceremony did not include mush more than a local girls marching band. The picture shows the new stadium in Dunedin, built close to Otago university I think. This stadium is much better than the old Carisbrook stadium which Leonie knows about; it even has a roof to keep spectators warm and dry.. 


Can you remember that about a year ago, I commented that I had forgotten to take my evening puff of the asthma preventative inhaler and that I said I would stop taking it and see what happens? Well, it is now more than a year (not sure of the actual data as I did not write it down) and I have still not taken anything. If fact, I have taken no medicine of any kind at all for over a year. Long may it continue. 


Today is also 9/11. The latest Time magazine is only about this and surprisingly, I did not find it interesting at all. Mainly stuff we have seen and heard about many times. It also included interviews or articles by people associated with it. This included a galling one by Dick Cheney, a lot of which was about how right everything he did was. 

That seems to be it for now.

Cheers
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